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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4031

St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives H ckel, Tal cott, Robertson, Hankins, Dyer, Sherstad,
Huf f, Honeyford, Bush, Delvin, D. Sommers, D. Schm dt, Benson, Buck,
McCune, Crouse, Sterk, Cooke, Al exander, Johnson, Milliken, Sunp,
M el ke, Radcliff, Pennington, Schoesler, Sheahan, MDonald, Mstin,
Ski nner, Lanbert, Wensman, Thonpson, Mtchell, Bol dt, Dunn and Backl und

Read first tine 01/ 20/ 98. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE HONORABLE SLADE
GORTON, UNI TED STATES SENATOR, AND TO THE HONORABLE PATTY MJRRAY,
UNI TED STATES SENATOR:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, The Tenth Amendnent to the Constitution of the United
States gives to the states those rights not enunerated in the
Constitution; and

WHEREAS, It is the paranmobunt duty of the State of Washington to
provide for the education of the children of Washington State, as
enunerat ed t hrough the Constitution of the State of Washi ngton, a right
not given to the Congress of the United States, nor bureaucrats of the
United States Departnent of Education; and

WHEREAS, The responsibility for providing education services to the
children of Washington State rests with locally elected nmenbers of
school district boards of directors, whose charge, t hr ough
representative governnment, is to establish education priorities and
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goal s that neet the needs of the students in their local comunities;
and

WHEREAS, Each |ocal school district faces unique challenges in
nmeeting the education needs of their students, and that such needs are
different not only fromdistrict to district but also nore clearly from
state to state; and

WHEREAS, The efforts of |ocal school districts to attain student
achievement goals and respond to the <changing needs of their
communities are inhibited by rigid program requirenents that force
district conpliance in order to access or nmai ntain programfunds. Such
requirenents fail to recognize the unique needs of |ocal conmunities
and disregard the education priorities and goals established at the
| ocal level; and

WHEREAS, Increasing federal involvenent in the delivery of
education services restricts the ability of local districts to devel op
i nnovative prograns by forcing a one-size-fits-all approach applicable
to all states and all comrunities, regardless of individual need; and

VWHEREAS, Federal efforts to inpact |ocal education decisions have
led to the creation of hundreds of different prograns that attenpt to
centralize education through strict adherence to onerous and
unwar rant ed regul ati ons; and

WHEREAS, Conpliance with the differing regulatory requirenents of
this vast nunber of education progranms, unduly redirects up to thirty
percent of certain program funds from classroom services to fuel the
educati on bureaucracy; and

VWHEREAS, The dol |l ars wasted on program conpliance requirenents and
adm ni stration could better be used for direct classroom services to
students in order to inprove student achievenent; and

WHEREAS, The efforts of the Honorable Slade Gorton, United States
Senator, would consolidate the vast nunber of prograns funded by the
federal government and block grant the funds for those programs to
| ocal school districts, to determne |ocally which education services
are of nost benefit to their students, and soundly affirmthe efforts
of school boards to fulfill the education goals of their |[ocal
comunities; and

WHEREAS, The anmendnent clearly establishes the right of the states
to provide education services tothe childrenwithinits borders and to
establish those education priorities nost desired within their state;
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NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
President of the United States and nenbers of the United States
Congress reconsi der, and support through adopti on, the anmendnent by the
Honor abl e Sl ade Gorton, United States Senator, that woul d consolidate
a vast nunber of federal education prograns and bl ock grant funds for
those prograns directly to school districts in support of | ocal control
of education decisions, locally determned education priorities,
reduced education bureaucracy and ultimately nore noney devoted to
di rect student services in our classroons.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the Honorable Slade Gorton, United States Senator, the
Honorable Patty Miurray, United States Senator, the President of the
United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
each nmenber of Congress fromthe State of WAshi ngton

~-- END ---
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